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Synopsis

What is the Bible? How did it get to us? Why are translations so different? And what influence has
the Bible had on culture? From its very first pages, The Bible: An Introduction, Second Edition offers
clear answers to the most basic questions that first-time students and curious inquirers bring to the
Bible. Without presuming either prior knowledge of the Bible or a particular attitude toward it, Jerry
L. Sumney uses straightforward language to lead the reader on an exploration of the Bible’s
contents and the history of its writings, showing how critical methods help readers understand what
they find in the Bible. This second edition offers revised chapters and auxiliary material and new
discussions of biblical studies methods and the question of inspiration. Neither polemical nor
apologetic, The Bible presents the biblical writings as the efforts of men and women in the past to

understand their lives and their world in light of the ways they understood the divine.
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Customer Reviews

Jerry L. Sumney is professor of biblical studies at Lexington Theological Seminary. He is the author
of Colossians: A Commentary (2008) and Identifying Paul’'s Opponents (1990). He is the coeditor of
Theology and Ethics in Paul and His Interpreters (1996) and Paul and Pathos (20086).

A very thoughtful account. Strongly grounded in the scholarly literature but very accessible.
Sympathetic to Christian tradition but not prosetylizing. Offers a commanding perspective while

plumbing deeply to address rival interpretations of key passages. Dispensing with mythic



renderings, the old and new testaments become all the more compelling in addressing human
society’s search for purpose and meaning and how this search continues in contemporary times. An
inspiring effort, highly recommended.

just as expected.

This is okay as a spiritual read with a historical gloss. However, this is not an accurate, honest

historical text on the books of the Bible for genuine academic pursuits.

Very useful and provides good questions to think about

Came in great condition.

Great resource!

Arrived in a timely manner and was just perfect. Thank you
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